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	Unit:
	WHE

	Country Office: 
	Pakistan



1. Purpose 
The purpose of this consultancy is to strengthen the WHE team to support the Ministry of Health/ Provincial Department of Health, Government of Pakistan to Strengthen the Surveillance and response activities in emergency affected areas.

2. Background 
Pakistan is prone to frequent outbreaks of Waterborne (AWD), Vector borne (Malaria, Dengue etc) and other epidemic prone diseases due to its overcrowded cities and towns, poor environmental, hygienic and sanitation conditions, and unsafe drinking water supply. The frequent natural disasters including floods, earthquakes, and draughts also add to the risks of diseases outbreaks in the country. The surveillance system for early detection of outbreaks, investigation and response in the country is still in its early stages. Early detection, investigation, and response to outbreaks threats during emergencies is critically needed to control the epidemics.
WHO is supporting government of Pakistan in many technical areas including strengthening disease surveillance for early detection of cases, clusters, contact tracing, data analysis, monitoring the disease trend to bring timely intervention and stop spread of the disease during emergencies. To strengthen the surveillance and disease outbreak response and to support government efforts, in emergencies WHO is hiring short-term surveillance consultants.

3. Planned timelines (subject to confirmation) 
Start date:  1 May 2024
End date:    31 July 2024
4. Work to be performed
In collaboration with the Provincial Department of Health, WHO provincial suboffice and with the overall guidance and supervision of the WHO Country Office, the incumbent will be responsible to perform the following activities: 
1. Deliverable: Support the implementation/Strengthening of Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response System (IDSR) and establishing/sustained and strengthened Early Warning, Alert and Response Network (EWARN) in emergency settings for timely detection, reporting, and response to outbreaks in the assigned position (National/provincial/division/districts level) in collaboration with the department of health and partners. 
1.1. In coordination with national IDSR steering committee, support implementation of national IDSR roadmap, 

1.2. Identify health facilities/Sentinel sites / Camps and Surveillance focal points in consultation with the Department of health and partners to implement the EWARN in the emergency affected districts. 
1.3. Support department of health in training the health facility and district surveillance staff on IDSR, EWARN (case definition, data collection, and reporting tools and case investigation)
1.4. Coordinate collection and timely reporting of the daily/weekly diseases epi data from health facilities, and medical camps.
1.5. Support maintaining data quality (timeliness and completeness) and providing regular feedback to the concerned staff.
1.6. Ensure regular flow of surveillance data (daily / weekly) to the relevant admin level (provincial and central level)
1.7. Support surveillance (IDSR / EWARN) data analysis and produce periodic (daily/weekly/monthly) Epidemiological updates/ briefs for sharing with the relevant authorities for immediate action when required and report immediately of any unusual disease trend or clustering of cases detected through data analysis to team lead.

2. Deliverable: Support timely case investigation/outbreak investigation and initiate immediate outbreak response in the affected community
2.1. Support for timely verification of the outbreak alerts and guide on next steps 
2.2. Guide and support department of health surveillance teams for case investigation/alert verification /outbreak investigations, active case finding, enhanced surveillance, contact tracing, and initiation of response. 
2.3. Prepare outbreak investigation reports with relevant recommendations and share with relevant authorities for timely action. 
2.4. In case of outbreaks, guide and support the health department /partners for immediate action to control the outbreak and support coordination between stakeholders.  
2.5. Support the health department to identify hot spots and high-risk geographic areas for disease transmission (GIS Mapping) and help for focused interventions
2.6. Share feedback reports with the respective provinces, districts, health facilities, and partners operating medical camps
2.7. Support in laboratory testing strategy, sample collection and transportation to the laboratory including water / food/ environmental sampling and testing from affected areas.
2.8. Assist the Federal and provincial WHO teams with regular updates from the districts in preparing updates and reports.

3. Deliverable: Support capacities building of the surveillance teams for effective and sustained surveillance of epidemic prone diseases by conducting trainings on surveillance, field investigation, data management, and detection and rapid response to disease outbreaks. 
3.1. Assess the surveillance and response training needs of the department of health staff in the assigned districts/provinces and share with provincial suboffice / country office
3.2. Develop surveillance capacity building plan and conduct on the job training of the DOH staff on surveillance and outbreak response
3.3. Develop the training concept notes and plans for support and approval from the provincial / country office to arrange trainings where needed 
3.4. Arrange and facilitate the training of the surveillance teams under the guidance and support of the provincial sub-office and country surveillance team
3.5. Plan and conduct supportive supervisions to various levels of Surveillance network 

4. Deliverable: Strengthen WHO pre-existing sectoral coordination by maintaining appropriate links and dialogue, collect and analyze data and information from national and local authorities, UN agencies, and health development partners
4.1. Participate in the Rapid Needs Assessments and health service gap analysis and priority setting in the emergency affected areas 
4.2. Participate in contingency planning for emergencies
4.3. Ensure adequate reporting and information sharing from the field assessments with provincial WHO sub-offices and country office


5. Technical Supervision
The selected Consultant will work in the supervision of:
	Responsible Officer
	Dr Michael Lukwiya, WHE Team lead 
	Email:
	lukwiyam@who.int

	Manager:
	THOM, Ellen Mpangananji, Officer In-charge WHO Country office Pakistan
	Email:
	thome@who.int 



6. Specific requirements
Qualification:
 Essential: Medical Graduate (MBBS or MD) / health-related field from an accredited University
Additional Qualification: Master’s in public health (MPH /MSc) / Epidemiology & Biostatistics / 
FELTP Certification 
Experience: At least 4-7 years of surveillance experience in Health Emergency Response and development programs  
Skills/technical skills and knowledge:
Advanced computer literacy (Word, Excel, Power point, etc.) and good communication skills
Language requirements:
English & Urdu expert proficiency (Read - Write – Speak) 

7. Place of assignment
The surveillance consultant will be assigned with WHO Country office Islamabad/WHO sub-offices Sindh/ Balochistan/Punjab/ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa/AJK/GB and will provide surveillance support in the emergency affected districts. 

8. Travel
The incumbent may be required to travel within the assigned province of posting in flood affected communities, health camps and health care facilities with prior approval from the Head of the WHO sub-office and WR Pakistan. 
	Travel dates
	Location:

	From
	Jan
	To
	April 2024, 
	All over in Pakistan

	Purpose:
	Surveillance support in emergency Response  


All travel arrangements will be made by WHO – WHO will not be responsible for tickets purchased by the Consultant without the express, prior authorization of WHO. 
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